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How do I make myself the 
architect that the future needs?



In short, my goal is to make myself the
architect that the future needs by analyzing
current day issues, responding to them with
theory, and putting that theory into practice.



Deborah Berke, Dean of Yale School of Architecture
It has to be universally accessible

It has to be well structured
It has to be environmentally sourced, constructed, and operated

It has to be free of human suffering
And it needs to be beautiful







We owe excellence to everyone in our society 



Super Normal, pg.28
“It’s [design’s] historic and idealistic purpose, to serve
industry and the happy consuming masses at the same
time, of conceiving things easier to make and better to

live with, seems to have been side-tracked.”



The Eyes of the Skin, pg.51
“The wide open spaces of contemporary streets do not
return sound, and in the interiors of today's buildings
echoes are absorbed and censored. The programmed
recorded music of shopping malls and public spaces
eliminated the possibility of grasping the acoustic
volume of space. Our ears have been blinded.”



The Eyes of the Skin, pg.49
“A society of surveillance is necessarily a society of the

voyeuristic and sadistic eye. An efficient method of
mental torture is the use of a constantly high level of
illumination that leaves no space for mental withdrawal

or privacy; even the dark interiority of the self is
exposed and violated.”



All we can do is our best.



The Earth should be considered as a client



David Attenborough - ‘Life on Earth’ 1979
“The fact remains that man has unprecedented control over the
world and everything in it. And so, whether he likes it or not,

what happens next is very largely up to him.”





Renzo Piano, 1998
“There is always temptation to impose one’s own

design, one’s own way of thinking or, even worse, one’s
own style. I believe, instead, that a light approach is

needed. Light, but without abandoning the
stubbornness that enables you to put forward your own
ideas whilst being permeable to the ideas of others.”



David Lee, on Max Bond
“Architecture for him was about the people rather than

the form, … [he] found form that reflected the condition
and the people that he was working with.”



Super Normal, pg. 20
“Designers generally do not think to design the “ordinary.” If
anything, they live in fear of people saying their designs are
“nothing special.” Of course, undeniably, people do have an

unconscious everyday sense of “normal,” but rather than try to
blend in, the tendency for designers is to try to create

“statement” or “stimulation.” So “normal” has come to mean
“unstimulating” or “boring” design.



Super Normal, pg. 28
“I’ve started to measure my own designs against objects like these
glasses, and not to care if the designs become less noticeable. In
fact a certain lack of noticeability has become a requirement.”



Super Normal, pg. 102
“I always get hung up on the creator’s intentions or the self-
expression being at odds with the functions or the harmony

inherent in that object.”





It is simply not an option.



I must not be easily swayed by the ideals and opinions of others 



I must not justify cutting corners



I must never stop learning



I must never stop thinking for myself



“What is needed most in architecture today is the
very thing that is most needed in life - Integrity.”

- Frank Lloyd Wright







the people are largely against
anything marketed as “sustainable



Truthfully



it will save them money





An easy way to be sustainable is by decreasing size.



focus on quality before size.



 “All we’ve got is square footage with no soul.”



The solution is simple: build smaller.





Dr. Jane Smith, Environmental Engineer
“Sustainability in construction isn’t a challenge

— it’s a responsibility.”



Carl Sagan
 “Humans are not separate from nature. We are

a part of it.”



David Attenborough - ‘A Life on Our Planet’, 2020
“The living world is a unique and spectacular marvel
yet the way we humans live on earth is sending it

into a decline.”



 I want to live to see the day that
“sustainability” is not something we

discuss anymore, because it has
become innate.







The Eyes of the Skin, pg.62 
“As if a house were to be conceived for the pleasure of

the eye rather than for the wellbeing of the inhabitants”
 

and Juhani Pallasmaa’s interpretation of her methods: “...
whose design approach seems to grow from a study of

the minute situations of daily life rather than visual and
compositional preconceptions.” 



 Eileen Gray - From Eclecticism to Doubt 
“One must build for the human being, that he

might rediscover in the architectural construction
the joys of self-fulfillment in a whole that

extends and completes him.”



Sulia Lee
“I made them to fit my hand, because — well,

they’re mine”



details that you don’t notice until they are gone.



Super Normal, pg.104
“It’s interesting to discover, after five years of using a
chopping board, that we’ve been making use of aspects

of its design without even noticing them.”



Super Normal, pg.104
“…the sudden appreciation of a form so subtly adapted
to its job as to be almost invisibly integrated into the
object, allowing it to perform naturally and without call

for praise until we are ready to notice it…”



Super Normal, pg.104
“These days we take function for granted and for the

most part things work well enough not to complain about
them. So taking a purely functional approach to design
would be disastrous. Super Normal’s about how things

work in our relation to living with them. Not just in one-
off use but interactively, over the long term, in relation
to everything else we own and use and the atmospheric

influence all these things have on our lives.”





 quality problem



everyone deserves quality and beauty



Eileen Gray - From Eclecticism to Doubt
“If we aren’t careful, standardization and

rationalization, both excellent means for reducing
costs, will only lead to providing buildings that
are even more deprived of soul and individuality

than those we have seen thus far.”



There is no true replacement for quality
materials and skilled craftspeople.



we are moving away from a culture of
repair/reuse/repurpose towards a culture of waste



Francesca Picchi - Super Normal, pg.110
“Naoto mentioned the wabi-sabi principle, which
implies an idea of beauty or serenity that comes

with age, when the life of the object is
evidenced in its patina and wear, or in any visible

repairs.”



Naoto Fukasawa - Super Normal, pg.110
“In Japan, we have the word shutaku. A literal translation would be “polished

by hand.” It is a metaphor for something that’s been used and become
better after having been touched again and again; shutaku is a polished

luster; it is also a metaphor for something that has taken on a personality of
its own, or improved with age. It fits comfortably in one’s hand, a metaphor
for something that has come to fit in our lifestyle. This same meaning is
included in wabi and sabi, but the awkward beauty of something decaying
over time indicates an overall beauty, which human hands cannot touch

directly; nature in its entirety has weathered that thing. Shutaku expresses a
beauty that occurs with time when an object survives constant use, undergoes
a metamorphosis and becomes more beautiful than something that is new.”



There is a beauty that comes with life well lived, and the
quality of today's products is not letting them live full lives.





Super Normal, pg.28
“If I even catch a look at them on the shelf

they radiate something good”



If it's not beautiful what is the point?



Super Normal, pg.103
“I think Super Normal is wrapped up in a debate about

beauty, not just beauty quickly perceived but beauty on other
levels, beauty which takes time to be noticed, which may
become beautiful through use, the beauty of the everyday,

the beauty of the ugly and useful, long-term beauty.”



Home DesignHome Design
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